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2018 AP European History Summer Reading Assignment                  Mrs. McManus 
 
 
 
Part 1: A World Lit Only By Fire by William Manchester 
 
 
In preparation for the AP European History Class you will read A World Lit Only by Fire, by William Manchester and 
complete a written assignment focusing on aspects of the book.  It should be 6-8 pages in length and properly cited 
where needed. (For this paper, you may choose your method of citation- either MLA or Chicago. In the future, you will 
be using only Chicago. I highly recommend using Noodletools and accessing the Bromfield Research and Writing Guide 
online.)  
 
It is due on the first day of class via turnitin.com and will be counted as two test grades (100 points each x 2= 200 
points.) Use the scoring guidelines provided on the next page. 
 
 
The writing prompt:  
 
Medieval Europe was dominated by the Christian Catholic Church. In fact, Europe was singularly referred to as 
Christendom. This was much more than a religious consideration and plays out socially, culturally, and politically for the 
whole population of Europe.  
 
The first section of the book, entitled “The Medieval Mind” deals with several aspects of this dominance and, while not 
exhaustive, provides a good overview. Write a summary of the church’s status and influence in Christendom citing 
examples that apply to social, cultural, AND political elements of society. (This is the part of the essay that provides the 
contextualization)  
 
Next, you will identify and describe three causes for dynamic change from the medieval to the modern world. Make 
sure to describe those social, cultural, and/or political influences which helped to bring about the creation of modern 
Europe out of medieval society. (This is the part of the essay where you are addressing causation.)  
 
 
The paper is asking you to address the historical thinking skill of CAUSATION. This is a major skill assessed on the AP 
Exam in May and we will work on it throughout the school year.  Causation can take on many forms, including: 

• Describe causes or effects of a specific historical development or process, AND/OR 
• Explain the relationship between causes and effects of a specific historical development or process, AND/OR 
• Explain the difference between primary and secondary causes and between short- and long-term effects, 

AND/OR 
• Explain the relative historical significance of different causes and/or effects. 
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Guidelines  
 

1. Things to think about when writing this essay:  
� Thesis should be explicit and fully responsive to the prompt 
� Contextualization/historical background is relevant, concise, and clearly explained 
� Topic sentences link to thesis and to other body paragraphs  
� Transitional phrases within/between the body paragraphs to guide the reader and clarify meaning  
� Conclusion should restate the thesis in other words 
� More fully/clearly/thoroughly explain the significance of examples cited in the essay; defending vs. asserting claims  
� Correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, sentence structure, style, and clarity; write in past tense 
� Keep in mind word choice; avoid stock words like “big”, “large,” and, “great”; instead, use precise vocabulary  
� Avoid clichés like “Immanuel Kant thought outside the box…”; instead, use precise vocabulary and phrases  
� Avoid absolute language like “the Renaissance completely changed early modern Europe”; instead, craft nuanced 

arguments  
� Avoid first person and contractions in formal essays  

 

Citations 
� You MUST cite all of your sources with either in text citations and a works cited (MLA Style) or footnotes and a bibliography 

(Chicago Style, 16th edition.)  
 
� This paper is not meant to be a research paper. You should be using and responding to the book only.  

 
� A paper will not be accepted unless it has in-text citations/footnotes and a works cited/bibliography. Otherwise, this is 

considered plagiarism, which results in a zero for the assignment.  
 

� A tip taken from the Bromfield Writing Guide regarding citation:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 

� As indicated in the Bromfield Student Handbook, cheating or plagiarism of any kind will result in an automatic zero for the 
assignment. Period. The great thing about using Turnitin is that you can go and submit your paper ahead of the due date 
and check the originality for yourself. If it gives you any red flags, you will be able go back, edit your paper to fix the 
mistakes, and re-submit it to me (providing you don’t do it last minute and do your first check on the due date!)  
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AP European History Summer Reading Essay Scoring Guidelines 
  

 
 Description 
Thesis 
(1 point) 
 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of reasoning. To earn 
this point, the thesis must make a claim that responds to the prompt, rather than merely restating or rephrasing 
the prompt. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or 
the conclusion. 
 

Contextualization  
(1 point) 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. To earn this point, the response must relate the 
topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or 
continue after the time frame of the question. This point is not awarded for merely a phrase or a reference. 
 

Evidence 
(1-2 points) 

1 point: Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt.  
OR 

2 points. Supports an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant examples of evidence.  
 
To earn one point, the response must identify specific historical examples of evidence relevant to the topic of 
the prompt. To earn two points the response must use specific historical evidence to support an argument in 
response to the prompt. 

Analysis and 
Reasoning (1-2 
points)  

1 point: Uses historical reasoning (in this case, causation) to frame or structure an argument that addresses the 
prompt.  

OR 
2 points: Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that is the focus of the prompt, 
using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the question.  
 
To earn the first point, the response must demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to frame or structure an 
argument, although the reasoning might be uneven or imbalanced. To earn the second point, the response must 
demonstrate a complex understanding. This can be accomplished in a variety of ways, such as:  

• Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables  
• Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity and change, or explaining 

multiple causes, or explaining both causes and effects 
• Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods  
• Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes  
• Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence This 

understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference. 

Citation Points will be deducted if the student did not consistently cite or use the proper method of citation. 

 
 

Score Grade 
Equivalent 

6   A+/A 
5  A-/B+ 
4  B 
3 B-/C 
2-1 D/F 
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Part 2: Contemporary Map of Europe  
 
 
Step 1: On a blank map, label the countries and principalities of contemporary Europe. You will pass in the 
completed map as a homework grade on the first day in class. 
 
Step 2: In the first week of school you will be taking a map quiz on modern day Europe. This will count for 50 
points. Please memorize the location of each of the countries and principalities listed below. I will provide you 
with some extra blank maps with which to practice (a copy will also be available on Bromfield’s website.)  
 

1. Albania 
2. Andorra 
3. Austria 
4. Belarus 
5. Belgium 
6. Bosnia and Herzegovina 
7. Bulgaria 
8. Croatia 
9. Cyprus 
10. Czech Republic 
11. Denmark 
12. Estonia 
13. Finland 
14. France 
15. Germany 
16. Greece 
17. Hungary 
18. Iceland 
19. Ireland 
20. Italy 
21. Latvia 
22. Liechtenstein 
23. Lithuania 
24. Luxembourg 
25. Macedonia 
26. Malta 
27. Moldova 
28. Monaco 
29. Montenegro 
30. Netherlands 
31. Norway 
32. Poland 
33. Portugal 
34. Romania 
35. Russian Federation 

36. San Marino 
37. Serbia 
38. Slovakia 
39. Slovenia 
40. Spain 
41. Sweden 
42. Switzerland 
43. Turkey 
44. Ukraine 
45. United Kingdom 
46. Vatican City
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